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Witham Friary Women’s Institute

At the July meeting we welcomed Jennie Noakes as our speaker for the afternoon,

she told us about her work as a Street Preacher in Bath, how she had become involved

and how they are there for people who need their help, an inspiring speaker and

much enjoyed by members. Stella gave an update on our finances and everyone was

thanked for all their help with the cream tea for the jubilee celebrations. Names

were taken for people interested in county events for later in the year, including the

AGM at Taunton in October.

The August meeting will be an outing to the Lavender Farm at Laverton.

Flower of the month was won by Ann Cooper, teas served by Carol and Stella and the

raffle was won by Chris Featherstone. New members always welcome, contact Ann or

Stella. We would love to see you.

Bank holiday live music at the Seymour Arms

Come along and enjoy an evening of live music in the Seymour Arms garden on

Saturday August 27th, with local blues, rock and R&B band The Stone Feathers.  From

7.30pm.

Ploughman’s lunches at the Seymour Arms

Nicky’s Village Kitchen will be doing ploughman’s lunches at the Seymour Arms every

Sunday in August, 12.00-3.00pm.  Cheese, salad, pork pie, pickles, bread and butter.

Come and get your fill!

Witham Friary Cricket Club

Fixtures for this month are as follows:

● Sunday 7th August Kingsdon Away 40 Over

● Sunday 14th August Winsley Away 40 Over

● Wednesday 17th August Milton on Stour Home Twenty20

● Thursday 25th August Red Star Home Twenty20

● Sunday 28th August Postlebury Ashes Home 6-a-side



Long Ham Meadows, Witham Friary.  Update from the Forest of Selwood

1. We have acquired Long Ham Meadows at Witham Friary to enhance wildlife in our

area; slow climate change and manage its effects locally through nature-based

solutions; and connect local people with their landscape – the Forest of Selwood.

2. The ancient Forest of Selwood is an historic landscape.  The forest lies partly

within the northern Cranbourne Chase AONB area and extends west and northwest

towards the Mendip Hills AONB.  It has been a recognised, legal, and physical entity

since the early Anglo-Saxon times prior to the Norman Conquest.  Within its borders

there are the towns of Bruton, Castle Cary, Frome and Wincanton and the headwaters

of five significant rivers: the Brue, Cale, Frome, Stour and Wylye.  For over a

millennium the Forest of Selwood has been shaped by its people, trees, and wildlife.

3. As an historic entity, the Forest of Selwood was one of the landscape areas called

Forests or Chases (like Cranbourne Chase), over which Forest Law operated.  These

were wild areas where populations of large wild herbivores and their habitat were

actively conserved, enforced by laws and fines.

4. The Forest of Selwood links to other medieval forest areas:  Forest of Gillingham,

and New Forest to the south, north into Chippenham and Melksham and west to the

Mendip Hills.  Taken together, this forms a chain of landscapes from The Solent to the

Cotswold Scarp characterized by trees, lone trees, in ancient woodlands, wood

pastures and parkland, orchards and hedgerows.

5. The Forest of Selwood Community Interest Company was set up 10 years ago to

preserve the cultural, ecological, and historical identity of the area.  (In June 2022

we applied to the Charity Commission to transfer the CIC to a Charity.  We are

awaiting charitable status).  The CIC comprises of local people, land managers and

organisations as well as knowledgeable advisors committed to a better future for this

special area.  We collaborate with others that share our vision for the future to:

● Revive and enhance wildlife. Selwood is a quintessentially English landscape

characterized by flower-rich meadows, ancient wood pastures, parkland,

hedgerows and lone or open-grown trees as well as extensive ancient

woodland.  The vision foresees a better-connected landscape of increasingly

species-rich habitats, wilder river corridors that slow the flow, improved soil,

air and water quality. Trees of all ages, but especially open-grown, lone trees

and flowering native shrubs, play a special role in this.

● Slow climate change. The aim is to encourage and promote a diverse mix of

regenerative agriculture, silvo-pastoralism, habitat conservation, restoration

and creation and rewilding alongside a proportionate amount of forestry, so

that the landscape captures and holds carbon while reducing emissions of

other greenhouse gases.

● Connect people with a distinct and dynamic landscape which gives them a

sense of identity with the land. The aim is to create a wildlife-rich, more

resilient, and adapted place for people to live and work, through the

promotion and active conservation of natural beauty and cultural capital.  For

example, we helped establish setting up the Selwood Forest Facilitation Group

(SFFG), part of the DEFRA Countryside Stewardship Facilitation Fund, that has

brought farmers and landowners together to protect and increase our natural

capital across the area.



6. To support this vision, we bought the Long Ham meadows at Witham Friary.  The

14.46 acres site runs adjacent to the R. Frome at the heart of the Forest of Selwood.

This site has been intensively farmed since 1945 for grass production and cattle

rearing, thus reducing the biodiversity and natural processes in these important

meadows.  We aim to reverse that trend by using regenerative farming techniques to

restore soil health, increase the abundance of wildflowers to encourage pollinators

and keystone fauna and by using natural flood management and other nature-based

solutions to improve the aquatic biodiversity in the R. Frome.  The benefits to local

people will be to enhance the aesthetic appeal of the meadows along the Public Right

of Way; sequester more carbon and other green house gasses; provide cleaner water

with non-use of nitrates and phosphates and by using other natural filters to the R.

Frome; and reduce the risk of flood damage to homes in Witham Friary.

7. This project is not being done in isolation.  We partner with local landowners

through the Facilitation Fund, the Somerset Catchment Partnership (Somerset County

Council, FWAG, Wessex Water and Somerset Rivers Authority), the Environment

Agency and others to connect this site to landscape scale initiatives within the Forest

of Selwood.

Witham Friary directory

Witham Friary Parish Councillors and responsibilities

● Hugo Brooke(Chair): Planning, Recruiting and any general enquiries.

● Will Sheppard (Deputy Chair): Farmers and the Playing field

● Fred Nicholls: Highways, potholes, street lighting etc.

● John Knowles: Finances, Witham Water, the Play patch

● Lynne Sewell: Footpaths

● Maddy Ferrari: Communications

More information about the PC and meeting minutes here:

http://withamfriary.org.uk/#parish council. To contact the PC, email:

withamfriary.parishcouncil@gmail.com

Somerset Waste collections

According to the Mendip District Council webpage, this month’s collection dates for

Witham Friary village are as follows:

Recycling collection (Fridays): 5, 12, 19, 26

Refuse collection (Fridays): 12

Garden collection (Tuesdays): 2, 16, 31 (Wednesday)

More information here: https://www.mendip.gov.uk/article/6752/Collection-Dates

The Post Office

10.30-11.30 every Wednesday in the Village Hall.  Most Post Office services are

available plus everyday personal and business banking: cash withdrawals; cash

deposits; cheque deposits; Post Office card account withdrawals; home shopping

returns and posting of parcels. PLEASE USE THIS SERVICE OR ELSE WE WILL LOSE IT!

100 Club

The 100 Club is ending in December 2022 so please cancel any standing orders you

have for subscriptions.  Monthly draws will continue until then.  Please contact Mike

Gorman (Mgorman2017@gmail.com or Roy Featherstone (r.featherstone@yahoo.com)

if you have any queries.  Last month’s winners: M White; D&G Read; R&C Dunsby

Village hall bookings
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Available for private and community functions. Bookings for the hall are via Flora

Parkinson via email withamfriaryvillhall@gmail.com. Further details here:

http://withamfriary.org.uk/#village hall.

Postlebury church services

The Postlebury churches monthly newsletter is on the Witham Friary website here:

http://withamfriary.org.uk/#postleburynews.  You can also email

postleburysecretary@gmail.com to ask for the monthly list of church services in the

five Postlebury parishes.  The Postlebury churches website has more information

here: https://www.postleburychurches.org/ The Witham service is the second

Sunday of every month at 11.00am for the foreseeable future.

Nicky’s takeaway food

Check the blackboard outside the village hall and the village Facebook page every

week for handmade bread and other goodies prepared by Nicky Reeves.  Text or call

Nicky on 07887 735920 to order.

More Witham Friary news and information

Witham Friary Village Facebook page: www.facebook.com/WithamFriaryVillage

Witham Friary village website: www.withamfriary.org.uk

Witham Friary News is compiled by Mike and Marcia Gorman and is published at the end of each

month with news and events for the coming month. Please email items for inclusion to

withamfriarynews@gmail.com by the 18th of each month, 100 words max if possible.

To receive Witham Friary News by email each month:
● Subscribe via Witham Friary News page on the village website: http://withamfriary.org.uk/#withamfriarynews
● OR email us at withamfriarynews@gmail.com
● OR text your email address to 07340 216627

You can unsubscribe at any time by emailing withamfriarynews@gmail.com

For anyone with limited internet access who would like a paper copy delivered:
● Email us the name and address to withamfriarynews@gmail.com
● OR text us the name and address to 07340 216627 (please do not leave voicemail).
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